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EMERGING

Getting to know playwright Joe Hyne

Joe Hynek, whose playfarmer Song the Musical

enjoyed a successful run at the New York International

Fringe Festval, takes dZurtain Rising'sersion of 20

Questions. Free to answer or plead the 5th on as many

questions as he likes, this is his .

1. Tell us a bit about your style and your
work. I’'m an autobiographical writer. Half of tl
music fo Farmer Son was composed before th
book and it was all inspired by my experiences
the farm. There was no agenda being chased, it v
pure inspiration. My musical inspiration comes fi
the radio. In Eliston, lowa, population 57 during |
youth, we were only able to pick up a couple count
radio stations and one oldies station. | spent a Ic
time driving to school, since it was 22 miles from
house, so | listened to a lot of radio, spent my tim
the car singing and memorizing songs. | didn’t kn
at the time this was all preparation for a performai
and playwright caree

2. Do you have any themes that you find
recur in your work? My family consists of gre
storytellers. I think it’s a typical rural person trait bec
you may only make it to town for a movie or conci
once a week, so the rest of the time you rely on your
and your family for entertainment. My songs and sc
all have strong plot. About every song Farmer Son
Is capable of standing on its own as a performat
piece

3. What is your greatest achievement in
theatre to date? Being selected to participate
FringeNYC (New York International Fringe Fest
and bringing my entire cast of 15 out to New Yo
Atfter our productions o Farmer Song the Musia at
the 2006 lowa State Fair, | told my cast | didn’t kr
if we'd be doing the show again or not. | told the
that I'd applied to FringeNYC but that was just a [
dream. What a surpris

4. Who are your influences? | love Mereditl
Wilson’s works. | think I’'m probably biased about |
because he’s from lowa too. I'm into Willie Nels
Bob Marley, Jimmy Buffett, and about any other gr
songwriter

5. What has been your most rewarding

Photo courtesy of Joe Hyn

Playwright Joe Hyne

experience? It has been very rewarding to wo
on this project with so many great people who a
involved. First of all, it has been a very special pr
for me because I've gotten to work with my moil
Angie Hynek, on writing the book. I've also gott
to know our director well, Jane Cox. Then there’s
cast, they've been wonderful too, and the people wi
work at FringeNY(

6. When did you realize that you wanted

to be a part of the world of theatre? When
engineering got to be too engineering. Theatre peog
are a great break from the world of engineering. | a
think that by being involved in theatre and writin
it improves my ability to communicate ideas in
engineering world

10. What venue would you most like to see

one of your plays performed at? Fol Farmei
Song the Musicy | would love to see it performe
again at the lowa State Fair, The Temple For Perfori
Arts [in] Des Moines, lowa, or at the Old Thresh
Reunion [in] Mt. Pleasant, lowa, but I'm not picky.
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open to other ideas. My next sho' Solarjo the Music,
I'm writing to be well suited to a Broadway audien

11. What do you think the purpose and value
of theatre is? | think theatre drives new thinkir
and is a medium [that] better influences peof

13. What pressures do you think theatre
artists face today? Sound reinforcement. Gee
the audience wants to be blasted with music insteac
just hearing it. If | can earn enough wi Farmer Son,
I'm hoping to pick up a bunch of wireless mics for
production company

14. What advice would you give other
emerging artists?  Write a lot, expect rewrites, t
what you want, and do it because you love

15. What are your short and long term
ambitions?  Gel Farmer Son produced at a regiong
theatre and get it published. Complete the three ot}

musicals that I've started to compose. Find a nice

16. In what setting do you find yourself most
inspired? In the country and in the heat of th
moment. There [are] times when | wish | could just
“timeout, | need to go write”. Otherwise, | do my b
writing in the mornings between 6 and 10ar

18. Do you have any idiosyncrasies when it
comes to writing? | have a wide singing range, :
when | compose both boy and girl songs, | often for¢
to keep things in a decent range that is appropriate
my characters to sin

19. What do you think is the most unique
aspect of your personality? I'm an enginee
writing musicals

20. What would you say is the weirdest
thing on your desk or in your writing space?
A soldering iron and multimete
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